How to check if a car has 
a Category 


Learn the step-by-step process of DVLA vehicle category check and the 
importance of doing so. Discover the consequences of unknowingly buying a 


category car. 


Understanding Car Categories 


Learn what car categories are and the different types that exist. Understand how 
each category is determined and its implications when buying a used car. 


1 Category A 


Extensive damage, beyond repair 


2 Category B 


Significant structural damage, salvageable parts 


3 Category C 


Repairable but with significant damage 


A Category D 


Repairable with minor damage 


Methods to Check Car Category 


Discover the most reliable methods to check the category of a car before making a purchase. Ensure the car's 
history is transparent and free of any undisclosed problems. 


1 Check car details 2 VIN Check 
Obtain a full car check on the car's previous Perform a Vehicle Identification Number 
owners, service history, accidents, and any (VIN) check to uncover any hidden issues or 


category designation. previous category designations. 


signs of a Category Car 


Learn to identify potential signs thata car has been in a category. Look out for visual and mechanical cues 


that could indicate previous damage or repairs. 


1 Visible Damage 2 Repaired Parts 
Inspectthe car for signs of visible damage, Check for replaced or repaired parts, as this 
such as mismatched paint, uneven panels, or could indicate previous damage or the car 


inconsistent gaps. being in a category. 


Tips for Ensuring a Car has No Category 


Follow these expert tips to ensure that the car you are purchasing has no category designation and is in good 


condition. 


1 Independent Inspection 


Get the car independently inspected by a 
trusted mechanic or automotive specialist to 
identify any potential issues or category 
history. 


Thorough Test Drive 


Take the car for a comprehensive test drive 
to assess its performance, handling, and any 
unusual sounds or behaviors. 


/ 
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Conclusion 


Checking if a car has a category is crucial when purchasing a used car to 
avoid potential hidden problems. F ollow the outlined steps and tips for a safe 


and informed buying experience. 


Thank You 


